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Painting in Baroque between the Religious Dimension
and the Medical Culture Increase

Analytical Study for “St Luke Healing the Dropsical Child” Painting
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Summary:

Baroque is known as an extension of the Renaissance that emerged from "Italy"
to extend across Europe. Renaissance that beared evidence of the employment of
logic, the application of reason, and the primacy of scientific visions and concepts
over the strict religious content that dominated during the Middle Ages.

Baroque is also known as the era of intense dynamism, continuous changes, and
a steady transformation of facts, in light of the increasing growth of applied
sciences: mathematics, astronomy, physics, chemistry, in addition to information
and medical knowledge that witnessed an unprecedented revolution during the
period between the 14" and the 17" centuries.

The following research is a study of that system located between the religious
scene and the scientific and medical content in portraying Baroque, through a study
of works of "Giovanni Lanfranco" entitled " St Luke Healing the Dropsical Child".
Among the artists of his era, from the transfer of religious concepts to the
embodiment of a satisfactory condition, and from a scientific thinking perspective
based on a medical culture that spread during his time, surpassing specialists to the
general community.

The research also sheds light on examples of artistic treatment of similar
pathological conditions, in a comparative study between them and the painting of
“Lanfranco”, to stand on the plastic and intellectual values that distinguished it,
and made it an unprecedented medical artistic icon that still attracts the attention of
pediatricians in the modern era.
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